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My professional experience spans over 25 years as an award winning
town and regional planner, landscape architect, land use attorney,
teacher, and community organizer.

As I practice across several disciplines, the connecting threads are the
those that help communities and individuals address energy descent,
climate change, the need for local resilience and to re-establish a
connection to nature, beauty, and each other.

Those threads are reflected by the work in this portfolio, which consist
primarily of completed projects.  I practice inclusive, creative problem
solving whose results do three things:

•  place little stress on the environment (physical, fiscal, and
   social);
•  respond to context in ways meaningful to the average
   person; and,
•  create lasting beauty which lends dignity and
   humanity to individuals.
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As shown by the practice continuum and table of contents (right), I
am adept at practicing at all scales and within all contexts.  The
projects are grouped on the left of the continuum by their scale -
from smallest to largest in ascending numbers.  They are arranged in
the portfolio by their context in order to show the integrated “part-
to-the-whole” approach I take with my projects.
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This Garden commemorates the sister-city
relationship between Tahara Cho, Japan and
Georgetown, and reflects the importance of
Toyota Motor Manufacturing to both cities.

I’ve studied Japanese gardens in Japan and
the U.S.  I was responsible for the design of
the five-acre Garden and all structures.  My
concept was to combine traditional
Japanese design principles with native
Kentucky materials.  The Garden is used
extensively by individuals,, school children,
and for public events such as the
International Kite Festival.

I created a series of watercolor paintings to
guide the development of the garden.  In
doing so, I wanted to create a sense of
what the garden should be, and felt that
too strong of a two dimensional plan
would be counterproductive; the Garden
would help with it’s own creation.   Prints
of these paintings were later sold to raise
funds for the Garden.  As with all gardens,
even after nearly 15 years it is still a work
in progress - and hopefully will be for a
very long time.

Yuko-en
The Official Kentucky-Japan 
Friendship Garden 
Georgetown, Kentucky 

Do you want to know where the
cloud-path lies?

The cloud-path leads from sky
to sky.
Hansshan
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Isaac Murphy Memorial 
Art Garden
World Equestrian Games Legacy Project
Lexington, Kentucky

I managed the community design and art process; part of the $25m in
community improvement projects for the World Equestrian Games, for which I
was responsible.

Isaac Murphy was an African American Thoroughbred jockey and the first man
ever inducted into the Jockey Hall of Fame.  He worked in the East End of
Lexington at the race track there and lived on this very site.

The story of this Garden is about community.  I led a charette for neighbors that
came up with the design concepts for the Garden.  We had local kids involved in
making art for the Garden.  For example, we helped kids create designs that
were then cast in concrete that are used as pavers.  We helped them create
Christmas decorations for the Garden tree.  And when I asked how we could
help them envision the Garden, they suggested we “draw it out” on the ground.
So I created a survey flag sculpture that traced the design out so citizens could
“walk” through the Garden.

We also commissioned a national art competition to select the signature piece of
sculpture for the Garden.  The Garden is the originating trail-head for the Legacy
Trail, which leads to Isaac’s burial place at the Kentucky Horse Park. (See next
page.)

(Installation by Steve Austin)
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Legacy Trail
World Equestrian Games Legacy Project
Lexington, Kentucky

12 mile greenway; part of the $25m in community
improvement projects for the World Equestrian Games, for
which I  was responsible.   Citizens directed us to create a trail
that was more than a ribbon of asphalt;  they wanted a trail
laced with art, environmental features and educational
components

I directed the extensive community involvement in the
planning process as well as the opening day festivities when
over 7,000 people came out.  I coordinated volunteers who
maintain native plant beds and rain gardens and plant new
native trees - including fruit and nut trees - on the Trail.

I was responsible for the public art master plan and im-
plementation of the first phase which resulted in site
specific banners and paintings on the Trail itself.  I also led
20 experts to create narrative signage across the Trail.

I led the design team in walking the entire route of the
trail prior to commencing planning.  I created the design
concept sketches based on public input.
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Main and Rose Plaza
Lexington, Ky.

Centerpiece of $50m mixed-use development. Responsible for design
plan; coordination with public artist. Primary material: quarried
Kentucky limestone.

Urban Design

Georgetown, Ky. streetscape and historic preservation

Royal Spring Park, Georgetown, Ky.

Mill Street Ped Mall - proposal  - Lexington,Ky. 

Royal Spring Park was recognized as one
of the best public landscapes in America
by Landscape Architecture Magazine.

 Memorial Plaza - Scott County, Ky.
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Signature Estates - 12 acres Lexington, Ky. 

Village on the Green
100 acre conservation development  
Jessamine Co., Ky.

Townley Center - Lexington, Ky. - 30 acre mixed-use

Winthrop - Lexington, Ky. - 15 acre proposed mixed-use

I’ve been involved with over $200m in community development projects.

Community Design

Old Todd’s Road Townhouses -  3 acres - Lexington, Ky.
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Roseglade - Wilmore, Ky. - 170 acre proposed New Urban mixed-use
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Landscape Design
I have designed greenways, private gardens, as well as public areas.

Birch garden - private residence.

Viewshed Management Plan
Keeneland Thoroughbred Racecourse
Lexington, Kentucky.

Ashland Park Reforestation Plan
An Olmsted Brothers Neighborhood.

Elkhorn Creek Greenway. I planned, obtained the grant,
and implemented the first public walking trail along the
famous Elkhorn Creek. I was inspired by a line in Walt
Whitman’s “Song of America,” describing the “Vale of the
Elkhorn.”

The Greenway obviously contributes social and physical
benefits.  It also contributes to improved water quality,
as new fencing was installed along the entire length to
restrict cattle access, which was degrading the creek
bank.

Private Residence: responsible for house/site integration, grounds
design on the five-acre estate.
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“Found” landscapes have great appeal to me.  I search
for places that have the attributes of Zen Gardens,
namely enclosure and abstract  objects of
contemplation.

This garden takes its form from a chain link fence.
“Leftover” objects constitute its features:  boards, spoil,
a large shredded tire.  This garden demands attention
due to its location, but does it reward contemplation?

Can the suburban landscape be deconstructed and its
constituent parts repaired so as to create some
semblance of harmony with nature?

Inspired by my search for “found” gardens, I created a series of proposals for gardens in suburban contexts. The guiding principles
are containment, contemplation, and the beauty of everyday objects cast in new roles.

Rain-soaked red leaves are pulled to the cold ground.
For a few weeks every year, this landscape reminds us
of nature’s often sad beauty.

A re-creation of a Chinese pleasure boat drifting
upon an artificial lake.

A remembered landscape of a summer evening  in
southern Georgia with a storm moving off and the cold
white lights blinking on.

Experimental Gardens

A series of mounds, with slightly emerging stones, and
along a linear perspective created by abandoned
tobacco warehouses lead one’s thoughts from the past
to the future.
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Bluegrass 
Regional
Plan

Farmland Preservation
Preservation of farmland/open space is a vital component.
Over 50,000 acres preserved to date through Purchase of
Development Rights programs, conservation easements,
and large lot zoning..

As CEO of Bluegrass Tomorrow responsible for implementing
citizen-derived Bluegrass Regional Plan in the nearly 700,000
population Lexington metro area.  This plan advocated for a low
energy, low impact, locally resilient, and economically independent
vision of the region.  This page contains some major components
of the plan.

Redevelopment of urban areas ia a cornerstone of the Plan;
over  750,000 sq. ft. of new construction built and planned to
date.

Urban Redevelopment/Infill

Working with the Federal Highway Administration, created
a national model of road planning.

Vibrant, Handsome Towns and Neighborhoods Protected Environments
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Environmentally sensitive areas such as the Kentucky River
Palisades (above) and Karst lands are being protected.

Economically healthy downtowns connected to walkable
neighborhoods a key element  New Urbanism embraced for
providing attractive density.

Context Sensitive Road Design



Green River Regional Park
Proposal
Kentucky

Proposed as part of Greensburg/Green County Kentucky Strategic Plan; 8,000 acre multi-jurisdictional
park with greenways, water trails, lodge and education facility.

Regional Planning

As CEO of Bluegrass Tomorrow responsible for the first study of regional revenue
sharing, taxation strategies, and a regional investment plan for infrastructure and
quality of life amenities.

Image: Matt Fleece

Beyond the Legacy:A Regional Trail Plan
5th Year Studio
University of Kentucky
Landscape Architecture Department

As adjunct faculty guided first plan for
network of trails across the Bluegrass
Region.   Extensive appendix of trail
standards.
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Rock ClimbingWater Trail Hiking TrailHiking Trail Horseback Trail

Education Center LodgePark Boundary

I have directed numerous cross-jurisdictional planning programs.



Community Planning
New City Moscow, Idaho.

I developed the “America’s First NewCities” program
for the NewCities Institute.  We chose Moscow, Idaho
as the inaugural  city for the year-long project.

Over 700 people attended the kick-off event in the
city square, and hundreds of others participated in
listening sessions and charrettes.  Some of the results
of this project were featured in Planning Magazine in
October 2011.

Downtown Planning

I have assisted numerous communities with downtown
redevelopment plans.  These plans often include
recommendations for land use, urban design, wayfinding, and
transportation.

Above is a plan done for Dawson Springs, Kentucky, whose
goal is to become a major center for recreational trails.
Recommendations include creating new plaza space by
closing a side street, welcoming horseback riders with
equestrian facilities,  turning upper floors of buildings into
bed and breakfasts, and refocusing the commercial strategy
to make the downtown the must-come-to-place in the region
for trail related supplies and information.

Two examples of the many planning booklets I
have written.  Suburban Evolution (above)
illustrates how a 1950s car centric commercial
central can be repurposed into a thriving
neighborhood center.  Lessons in
Redevelopment (below) offers national models
for study.
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Community Involvement

.
I utilize hands-on approaches to
community planning, including the
use of charettes as the primary
medium for setting a course

Bing.com



East End
Neighborhood
World Equestrian Games Legacy Project

Lyric Theatre/African-American Museum Community Archeological DigBorn Learning Trail Isaac Murphy Bike Club

Assisting with the revitalization of Lexington’s East End was part
of the $25m in community improvement projects for the World
Equestrian Games, for which I  was responsible.

Lexington, Ky.

I supported fundraising, community awareness, programming for
the renovated historic structure.

I co-founded the group with
poet Frank X. Walker, in order to
let children earn bikes to ride on
the Legacy Trail.

I led the effort to install the first
Born Learning trail in Lexington.
I also painted the circles in the
picture above.

In addition to design work  on
the Garden, I led a public dig
of Isaac Murphy’s homesite.
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I have been very involved with supporting the local
food movement.

Local Food 
Initiatives

The Food Grown Here initiative
demonstrates how much local food is
being raised in varied areas across the
city.

Food Works:East End connects inner city residents to information about
healthy food.  I wrote the grant, designed the website and print materials,
developed the content, and planned the community involvement around the
project’s launch.

I worked with a local food group coalition to
create design concepts for an inner-city
community kitchen.

I worked with a local food group coalition to
create a fresh produce cart located in
Lexington, Kentucky’s City Hall.
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120 Square Foot Farm
Totnes, England, United Kingdom
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The main idea is to take a space that does not produce
anything now and turn it into a place to harvest food, water,
and energy.

Vegetables are grown in beds at the back, an espalier pear tree
is in a container at right, and herbs are in boxes around the
place.

Functionally, the bins can be enclosed with recycled wood with
a storage space and rain barrel on top and adding a folding
table would double the entertaining space.   This is the only
access into the dwelling, thus a free flow must be maintained.

Rooftops would allow for solar panels to provide at least half
the electricity needed to power the house.  Composting on site
would add to the soil over time.   Art could be used to enlarge
the perception of the space – a tromp trompe l'oeil effect.


